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for egual representation of those interests
on the hoard, we should be doing something
to overcome the present difficulties.

On wotion by Hon. 3. F. Troy, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.33 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Thursday, Ist December, 1932,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read Prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

On motion by Hon. W. H. Kitson (for
Hon. J. M. Drew), leave of absence granted
to Hon. T. Moore (Central) for three con-
secutive sittings of the House on the ground
of urgent private business. -

BILLS (2)—-THIRD READING.

1, Financial Emergeney Act Coatinuance.

2, Municipal Corporations Aet Amend-
ment.
Pagsed.

BILL—WHEAT POOL.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT,
Assemlilips Ruling.

The PRESIDEXNT: I have been asked to
give a ruling as to whether, in Message No.
41 from the Lecislative Assembly, Amend-

Message—President’s

[COUN

CIL.] -

ment No. 5 is relevant to the subject mat-
ter of the Bill. [ postponed my ruling and
have gone to some trouble to ensure aceur-
acy of deecision. I have consulted May's
Parlimmentary Practice, and tind the defini-
tion there of ‘“subject matter™ is practieally
identical with the interpretation in our
Standing Ovders. In fact “subject matter”
can mean nothing else than the provisions
of the Bill as printed, read a second time,
and referred to the committee. Tt eould not
otherwize be correctly interpreted, 1 also
consulted other authorities and in addition
secured the best legal opinion available, All
the authorities I consulted are in aceord with
my opinion that the propesed amendment iz
relevant to the subject maotter of the Bill.

The word “relevant” does not mean iden-
tical; it means “to the pmrpose,” ‘“related
te,” “bearing on the matter in hand.” A
provision 18 not relevant where it intro-
duces new principies. The proposed new
clanse is to vary the powers of the adminis-
trators of the Aet to prolibit the uge for
human consumption, of water in water
tanks, in certain ¢ases, in the interests of
Lealth, just as Clanse 31 conveys the very
similar power to destroy or remove dairies
in the iuterests of health. The new elause
merely varies or further specifies the power
of the anthorities administeving the Act. T,
therefore, consider the amendment is vele-
vant to the subject matter of the Bill as
printed, read a =econd time, and referved
to the committee,

In Committee.

Resumed from the previous dav. Hon. J.
Cornell in the Chair: the Chief Seeretary in
charge of the Bill.

The CHEATRMAXN: Progress was reported

on amendment No. 5 made by the Tegisla-

tive Assembly as follows—

No. 5. TInsert a new eclause, to stand as

Clause 28, as follows:—

25. A section is inserted in the prineipul
Act, after Seetion 133, as follows:—
158A. (1) Where any trade process, whether
an offensive trade or not, has heen established
in any district, and is of such a nature that
the carrying on thereof will unavoidably re-
sult in fumes, dust, vapeur, gas, or other
chemical elements which, in the opinion of the
Commissioner, are likely te be injnrions to
health, eseaping iuto the air, the Governar
may, on the recommendation of the Commis-
sioner, by proclamation—
(a} define 2ny area surrounding the place
whege seecl trade process ia earried



[1 Deceaper, 1932.]

on, within which, after the issue of
the proclamation and whilst the sawme
remains unrevoked, no dwelling-house
shall be crected or used for habita-
tion; and

{b} define any area surrounding the place
where such trade process is carried
on, within which, after the issue of
the proclamation and whilst the same
remains unrevoked, no rainwater
tanks shall be erected or used, and
no rainwater shall hbe vcollected or
stored for human consumption:

Provided that where any dwelling-hrouse has,
prior to the issue of a proclamation under this
subscction, been erected within the area de.
fined by such proclamation as an area within
which dwelling-houses shall not he erected or
used, the Commissioner may, notwithstanding
the proclamation, grant a permit in writing
signed by him to amy person to use such
dwelling-hcuse for purposes of habitation,
upon and subject to suweh conditions as the
Commissioner mav deem ft to impose and
whieh are specified in the permit so granted.

The Chief Secretary has already moved
that the Assembly's amendment he agreed
to.

Hon. H. SEDDOX: 1 am opposed to the
amendment, becanse it does not aim at the
persons vesponsible for the noxious fumes.
The culprit who is the cause of the troubld
is the person the Government should co
after., Why should they seek fo penalise
the residents of the distriet who arve already
suffering sufficiently from the introduetion
of this noxious process, first by prohibiting
them from using rainwater and, secondly,
hy defining the area over which buildings
may be erected. The whole thing is the
responsibility of the company econcerned.
Elsewhere in the world stringent legislation
in matters of this sorf, makes the persons,
responsible for the evil effects of the trouble,
provide the means for overcoming it.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The Chief Secre-
tary said the Government intended to limit the
area where any further houses could he built.
T should like him to give more detail on the
subject. The fumes are distributed over an
area of [rom 10 to 20 miles. Ts it intended
that no one shall be allowed to build within
a radius of three miles, or is it intended
merely to limit the ercetion of homes within
the immediate vicinity of the plant itself?
Moreover, residents will be unahle to use
tanks for rainwater. There is no water
scheme of anv magnitude there. What is
to he the method whereby the residents
shall supply themselves with water? Some
distance out there are wells—which probably
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will become polluied—Dbut fn the heart of the
town there is no scheme that could supply
the residents with the necessary water.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The amendment
has heen discussed from the standpoint of
the ruling, whereas the duty of the Com-
mittee is to look at it from the standpoint
of the State. We do npot know how far-
reaching this amendmeut may be. Clearly
it is the duty of those who are contaminart-
ing the area with those fumes to do as is
done in other parts of the world, and at
least mitigate the evil. In a few years
there will be nothing green, no growth of
any kind, within 10 or 20 miles of the
plant and, as suggested by Mr. Harms,
prohably the fuines will pollute the existing
wells, I understand there is a townsite
there and land has been acquired by resi-
dents from the Crown, and those residents
are now to be told that they are not to butld
houses on their hiocks. Then, to crown it
all, the Commissioner is to be authorised to
grant permits to people to use such dwell-
ing-houses as are already erected within the
prohibited area. I will oppose the motion.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Members ought fo
appreciate the seriousness of the new powzr
sought by the amendment. We ought to
pause hefore approving such a power. The
clause is misconceived, for the person or
firm committing the nuisanee ought to bz
compelled to do that which is essential to
prevent loss being suffered by others.
Reference has been made to the position in
other parts of the world where the manufac-
ture of chemicals injurious "to health
15 going on. [ have heard that one firm
was compelled at regular intervals to
clean up wells and ¢lean down roofs in
the vicinity of the works, so as to prevent
deleterious effects resulting from the depasii
of arsenical dust. If we pass the amend-
ment, we sball be penalising the owners of
the land within the affected area. We
should see what can be done to protect the
rights of those people who have ncruired
such land, and to impose responsibility on
the firm producing the noxious elemant,
Why should the firm be in a position to ex-
clude the residents from enjoving the rvights
of their properties? Suppose thiz plant
antdl works had been erected close to Jun-
daring Weir,

Hon. E. H. Harris: What would happen
if they were erected in the South-West,
where all the butter and eream come from?
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Hon, J. NICHOLSON : Nothingz has heen
suid as to what steps could be taken to
minimise the evil. How is it done in Mng-
lund and on the Continent?

flon. J J Holines: Was not a factory
al Bebmont closed up because it wis having
e cliect of kil'ing all the garden: in that
locality ¢

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: That is so. I
suggest to the Minister that he see what ean
be done in the way of arresting the deposit
of this arsenic on nearby land, and in the
way of getting the company to do some-
thing to stop the evil

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: 1 awm con-
corned about the amendment being agreed
to, because it will apply to the whole State,
i should like some corroboration of the
statement that this class of works, when con-
Jucted in. other parts of the world, can sup-
press the danger. If that can be done, T
would have no sympathy with the company
eonducting this business, for it is only
newly-installed, and at the outset steps
should have been taken to avoid the mischief,
I can see that if 1 were to become ohstinate
in regard to the amendment, I might do that
Mistrict considerable harm, If we pass legis-
lation that will prevent the people gather-
ing rainwater within a distance of three or
four miles we shall deal a severe blow to
that mining community. I would prefer to
vote against the amendment and ecompel the
authorities to suppress the diffienlty if it is
capable of heing suppressed. My desire is
to assist the development of the industry to
the fullest extent, hut at the same time I
do want to conserve to the people the right
to be able to use rain water.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Hon. mem-
bers have spoken abount dealing with the
culprit and either closing down the Wiluna
mine itself or protecting the people in the
district. If the mine is closed down there
will be no neeessity to take action, sinee the
fumes will not be there. The arsenic is in
the air, hut it is not a danger until it has
passed through the furnaee and is given off
in the fumes. There iz definite proof that
the water is poisonons.

Hon. E. H. Harris: That is the first we
have heard of it,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I
vesterdav,

Hon. E. H. Harris: Than T missed it

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Regarding
the bnildine of homes, no one ean say what
would he a defined area.

zaid so

[COUNCIL.]

Hoa. J. J. Holmes: The position will get
worse as it goes ou.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, it will
be likely to improve. There are many cases
of arsenical poisoning at the present time;
it is a diffieult matter to control. Eighty
per cent. of the fumes are arrvested, hut
20 per cent. are lost, and it is that 20 per
cent. against which we have to guard. The
Commissioner of Public Health tested the
water in the tanks and declared it to be dan-
gerous to human life. I hope the Commii-
tee will realise the difficult position and
assist the Government in their desire to pro-
teet life in thai locality.

Hon. Sir CHARLES NATHAN : I support
the amendment. One must face facts, The
mine is in existence and it is the desire
of the department to proteet the lives
of those men and women living in the dis-
trict by preventing them from using
water if, on analysis, that water is found to
he poisonous. Of course we ean overcome
the difficulty in one way and that is hyv shut-
ting down the mine. I do not suppose any
hon. memher would suggest that that ex-
treme remedy should be taken, hut there
ts certainly an obligation east on the Gov-
ernment and the owners of the mine to re-
duce the evil to the lowest possible mini-
mum, and I have not the slightest doubt
that both the Government and the mining
company will endeavour to do that; in faet,
they must do it because if the area is not
habitable the mine will not he worked. In
the meantime, the mine is working and the
water is being contaminated, and it is very
necessary that the management should pro-
tect the people against themselves. I ean
see no justification for voting against the
amendment.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Both the previons
speaker and the Chief Seeretary used the
threat that the effect might he to shut down
the mine,

The Chief Seeretarv: I made no threat.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: (o hack to the
early history of Kalgoorlie. Would it nat
have been hetter to have closed down a lot
of those mines until they were properly
equipped underground to deal with dust and
other evils that endangered, and, in fact,
destroyed the hest of our manhood and left
them as derelicts upon the State? With
regard to Wiluna, water must be obtained
from somewhere and evervhody cannot have
a well.  Probably the water would he
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convevedd in tank~ by horse and eart
trom  existing  wells, and the tanks
would have to be covered so as to

prevent the fumes from contaminating the
liguid. Some time sgv the fumes trom
cement works at Burswood damaged a nur-
sery, and the company had to pay damages
and take steps fo end the nuisance. Had the
Fremantle smelters continued operations,
the fumes when blown across eountry would
have killed the vegetation, but, fortunately
for the herbage and unfortunately for the
State, the works had to close down. At
Burswood the people who created the nuis-
ance had to pay damages and rectify the
trouble, but the factory did not cluse down.
Will the Wiluna mine close down wtth gold
at £8 an ounce? The whole thing is moon-
shine,

Hon. H. Seddon: That is right,

Hon. J. J, TOTMES: Those who create
the difficulty must deal with it. 1 shali
fight the new clause to the very last.

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: JMr. Macfarlane
asked what was tl:e position in other conn-
trirs. U have a eopy of Halsburv's ~Laws
of Uneland.” Under the heading of “Publie
Health and Loeal Administration,” T find
that alkali work is detined as meaning everv
work for the manufacture of suiphate of
soda or sulphate of potazh, of the treat-
ment of copper ores by common salt or other
chlorides wherehy any sulphate is formed.
in whieh moviatie acid gas is evolved. Un-
der the heading of “Noxious or Offensive
Gas,” T'find this includes the following gases
and fumes:—Muriatic acid, sulpburic aeid,
sulphurous acid, except that arising solely
from the combustion of coal: nitrie aeid.
and acid-forming oxides of nitrogen: sul-
phuretted hydrogen: chlorine and its acid
compounds; fluorine compounds; cvanogen
ccmpounds: bisulphide of earbon: chloride
of sulphur, fumes from cement works; fumes
enntaining eopper, lead, antimony. arsenmi:.
zine or ather compounds; fumes from tar
works., Section 801 provides—

Every alkali work must be carried on in
el manner a3 to secure the condensation to
the satisfaetion of the chief inspeetor, of the
muriatic acid gas evolved in such work, to
the extent of 93 per cent, and to such an ex-
fert that in cach enbir foot of air, smoke or
chimney gases cscaping into the atmosphere,
there is not contained more than one-fifth part
of a grain of muriatic acid; and the owner of
@1 work not so carried on is liable to a fine not

exceeding for a first offence, £50, and. in the
case of every subsequent offence, £100,
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The owner nmust also us¢ the hest practical
means for preventing the escape of noxious
or offensive gases or fumes, and for pre-
venting the discharge of such gases into
the atmosphere and so forth, That shows
distinetly in what direction the legislation
tends elsewhere,

Hon. J. Nicholson: The burden is placed
upon the person creating the nuiszanece.

Hon, H, SEDDOX: Yes, and heavy fines
are provided in default. The company at
Wiluna knew of the difficulty regarding the
fumes and steps were taken in that regard
before the treatment plant was established.
An oftivial was sent to Germany to study
the latest methods in that eountry where
arsenieal ores are treated. We are now
informed that u certain proportion of ar-
senical fumes ave permitted to escape intoe
the atmosphere at Wiluna. I have shown
what is done in Great Britain. and I claim
that the corpany at Wilina are respon-
s ble for seeinz that their expert does his
work properly. Long hefore any ore was
treated they knew of its arsenical contents,
because we knew of it in Kalgoorlie. The
amendment merely seeks to evade respon-
sibility. The company should accept their
responsibility, We should have some ex-
planation from the Health Department as
to when theiv attention was drawn to this
matter and what action has been taken in
consequenee. [f the difficulty is to be
dealt 'with. it should be by way of legis-
lation along the lines T have indicated are
in operaticn in {iveat Britain. The amend-
ment i1s misleading and T shall oppose it.

Hon. J. M. DREW: When the amend-
ment was sprung on the Committee, T
viewed it wilh a eertain amount of alarm,
and wondered what its consequences would
be, T have since made innuiries, and 1 am
satisfied that the Commissioner should have
the powers ontlined. T am eertain thai he
will not exercise them unreasonably. From
an intimate acquaintance with the general
manager of the Wiluna mine, T know the
Commissioner will receive his hearty co-op-
eration in carrving out the duties that de-
volve upon him.  There is an abundant
water supply at the Wiluna mine. T in-
spected the well, and I know that a suffi-
vient quantity of water will be available
for years to come. Notf only is the water
heing eonveved to the mine over a dis-
tanee of seven miles. but it is autnmati-
ecally reticulated to 1he dwellings near the
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mines. No one is in charge except a gar-
dener who attends to the oiling occasion=
ally. As regards the town supply, I notice
from the local press that the supply is get-
ting short hut | do not think, in view of
the supply available from the well, that
there need be any fear of a shortage.

Hon. J. MACFARLANE: After thinking
the matter over, 1 am prepared to give the
Commissioner the power requived. The rain-
fall at Wiluna is intermittent, and pro-
viston has to be made to conserve water,
I understand, however, that the road board
entered into negotiations with the company
te secure a supply of water for the town-
ship, but were not able to get any satisfac-
tion. T sepport the amendment.

Hon. H. SEDDON: The members of the
Committee appear still to be under a mis-
apprehension. Fumes that escape from the
chimney at the mine are solid and fall on
evervthing, water, road and herbage. The
responsibility for remedying the trouble
should rest upon the company that ereated
the nuisance. TUntil we know what legis-
lation the Government deem necessary to
deal with the difficulty, we should refuse
to pass the amendment, which will not ap-
ply to Wiluna only, buf, if prociaimed, may
apply to any other eentre in the State.
If the Kalgoorlie mines allow sulphurous
fumes to eseape in larger quantities under
the floatation process, the Commissioner
shounld take the necessary action. The
Health Department officials should justify
themselves. 1 ask the Committee to op-
pose the amendment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am aston-
ished at the attitude of some members to
what is reallv a matter of life and death.
For a long time efforts have been made to
overcome the diffienlty.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The diffieulty was
known of hefore operations were started at
Wiluna.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The plant is
there, but it has to be perfected. = At pre-
sent the plant is showing about 80 per cent.
elficiency, and it is suggested that we should
insist on its stopping until 100 per cent.
efficiecney 15 obtained. What iz the nse of
Me. Seddon talking nonsense?

Bon. H. Seddon: T was not talking non-
sense,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member wounld have 10 or a dozen people

[COUNCIL.}

poisoned while waiting for something to be
done.

Hon. H. Seddon: Nothing of the sort.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: A serious
danger exists, and if moembers vejeet the
umendment, they will be assuming a very
serious responsibiity. It is our duty to pre-
vent people from aeting against their own
intevests. Daily the plant is being mmproved,
ana the Comnussioner of Health is satis-
tied that before long 100 per cent. efficiency
will be secured. The Commissioner shonld
have the power to prohibit the use of fanks
hecause a large quantity of arsenie is de-
posited on roofs and is washed into the
tanks,

Hon, K. Seddon: Tt is still gecurring.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, but the
hon. member overlooks the improvements he-
ing ecffected.

Hon. E. FL. Harris: What percentage of
efficiency was obtained at the start?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Nothing like
the present percentage. I appeal to mem-
hers to support the Government by agree-
ing to this amendment, and thus protect
the lives of the people.

The CHAIRMAN: I point ont that the
amendment simply deals with profecting
people from effects, No reference is made
to the cause. I have allowed members con-
stderable Iatitude.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: W¢ may congratu-
late ourselves upon having extracted some in-
formation from the Chief Seeretary. When
the proposal was first mentioned; T sug-
gested that it referred to a certain mine, but
after a few words the Chief Seeretary with-
drew his proposal, and T assumed that he
had no objection. The amendment was ap-
proved in another place, and I cannot see
any alternative to accepting it if we are
going to save the people who are at Wiluna.
The Government and the depariments con-
eerned should exert every effort to ensure
that the parties responsible for the fumes
employ all possible seientific methods to ob-
viate the trouble. At the same fime mem-
bers will assume a heavy responsibility if
thay reject the amendment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The position
had hecome so serious that an amendment
was framed to he dealt with in this Cham-
her, hut at the request of Mr. Drew it was
held over. T told members the amendment
would be dealt with in another place. The
Health Departmeni and the mines are co-
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operating to overcome the difficulty, What
we have to gnard against is the present dan-
ger.

Hon. H. SEDDOX: Sinee the amend-
ment was introduced, some three wecks have
passed, but no steps have been taken to
meet the position. If the amendment is to
he accepted, we should insert a new ¢lause
embodying the provisions of the English
Act.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: It eannot be done.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Then a special Bill
should be introduced in order to diseharge
the responsihility we owe to the people con
cerned.

Hon. Sir CHARLES NATHAN: The
Government should exercise all the power
they possess to reduce the danger arising
from the process. This amendment, how-
ever, aims at providing immediate protee-
tion for people who may he thoughtlessly
using water contaminated by arsenic.
By all means proteet the process, but to
me it seems to be the definite Auty of
the department to obtain the necessary
authority to prevent the use of contami-
nated water.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Have the Gov-
ernment considered the question of com-
pensafing those persons who will be de-
prived of their property if this Bill passes
into law? There is no such provision in
the Bill,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is no
provision for compensation, but no Govern-
ment would inflict 2 hardship upon a per-
son. At the same time, however, these peo-
ple were definitely warned not to build
where they did.

Hon. J. M, MACFARLANE: What power
has the Commissioner to prevent the stor-
ing of well water in rainwater tanks?

The Chief Secretary: If the hon. member
will read paragraph (b), he will get the in-
formaticn he requires.

The CHAIRMAN: Under Standing Order
215, the Commwmittee can amend the amend-
ment made by the Assembly. The amend-
ment made by the Assembly may be agreed
to, with or without amendment.

Hon. I. SEDDON: If that is the case,
I shall move that a proviso be added to the
new clause. The drafting of the provisn
will have to be done by the Crown Law De-
partment, so that the provisions of the
English Aet dealing with noxious fumes
may be incorporated in it. I ask the Min-
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ister to report provress, o that the mmend-
mient may be placed on the Notice Paper.
len. J. J, HOLMES: If the Minister
agrees o do that, 1 think it would be well
to ook further into paragraph (b!. Well
water might be stored in tanks.

The CHIEF SECRETARY:
would be done if it were.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: But I understand
this poison gets in anywhere and every-
where. The men working in the process
have to wear silk suits to keep the poison
oft their skins.

[‘I

No harm

rogress reported.

BILL—APPROPRIATION.
Second Reading.

THE GHIEF SECRETARY (Mon. C. F.
Baxter—East) [5.53] in moving the second
reading said: This is the nsnal measure to
provide for the appropriation of the moneys
covered by the Revenue and Loan Esti-
mates, the sale of Government Property
Trust Fund, and Advance to the Treasurer.
Tt does not include the votes under Spe-
cial Acts, because such commitments have
already heen appropriated under power of
the Acts concerned. The Treasurer’s ad-
vance represents an amount allowed annu-
ally to the Treasurer to enable him to
finanee any excess expenditure on account
of the votes on the Estimates. The ad-
vance enables the Treasurer to make neces-
sary advances to departments and fo fin-
ance works where the debits to revenue
votes are spread over a number of years,
and in some cases where the apportion-
ment between revenue and loan accounts
cannot be finalised until the work is com-
pleted. The schedules to the Bill give the
details and elassify the various transactions
as [Follows:—Sechednle “*A’’ summarises
the total amounts shown on the various es-
timates. Portion of this amount has heen
provided for on the two Supply Bills and
the remainder hy thi= Bill. Schedule “BY serx
oui each departmeni’s requirements from
Consolidated Revenue Fund. Schedule “C”
refers to the amounis required from the Gov-
ernment Property Sales Fund. Schedule
“1" details the provisions under the Gen-
eral Loan Fund and Schedule “E” states the
purposes for which the Advances to 'Treas-
urer are required and how such advances
are to be cleared, and within what period.
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Schedule “IF*¥ summarises last year's ex-
cesses under the Consolidated Revenue Fund,
whieh were paid out of the Treasurer’s Ad-
vance, and for which approval is now re-
quired. It will be seen fthat they amount o
a total of £3:12,095, of which Unemployment
Relief nccounts for £163,996, Iixchange on
London requirements £20,058, Miners’
Phthisis £10,699, and Indusiries Assistance
Act £36,449. The remaining two Schedules
“@ and “H"” show the excesses granted last
year under the General Loan Fuand and the
Sale of Government Property Trust Fund,
for which approval is now required. 1t was
hoped that the priee of primary produets
would show a snbstantial and profitable -
crease, but unfortunately the world’s mar-
kets are still in a state of chaos and the
expected increases have not hecome a
reality, This has had an adverse effect on
State finances and, consequently, instead of
being able to farecast an increase of revenue,
it hus been neeessary to make provision on
the estimates for an deerease. The question
of Loan moneys was carefully considered
by the Loan Couuneil this year, with the re-
snlt that it was deeided to raise a total of
£22,000,000 for the year to meet ordinary
lonn werks, uncmployment relief and de-
ficits. Qur proportion of this sum was allo-
cated as follows:—

£
Ordinary Loan . 1,150,000
Unemployment Helief Loan 00,000
Winter Relief Loan 143,000

and in addition fo that it is expected to re-
ceive from Loan vepavments and loeal rais-
ings, the sum of £130,000, making a tofal
of £1,955,000 available for loan expenditnre.
Last vear our total Loan expenditure
amounted to onlv £1,380,225. Owing to the
comparatively small amount of loan money
available Jast vear, no new publie works of
any importanece were carried out, but certain
works were continued, the prineipal items
of expenditure heing:—
Railwav Construetion: £
Bridgetown-Tarnadup Extension 1

Lake Grace-Kalgarin Raitway
Meckatharra-Wiluna Railway |

104,659

Harlbonr Works .. . 70,326
Sewerage and Drainage .. .. 82,365
Goldficlds Water Supply 77,799
Metropolitan Water Supply Lo BT
Irrigation und  Water Supply in

Agricultural and North-West Dis-

tricts . 231,174
Development oi \gru ulturu . 62,777

Agricultural  Baunk, Soldier, and
Group Settlement ., . .. 473,836

[COUNCIL.;

In addition to the £1,955,385 loan moncy
available this year, there will also be the
amount of this State’s share of the Com-
monwealth grant for winter relief, amounnt-
ing to £145,000. This will bring our total
loan accommodation np to £2,100,000, This
latter amount is not included in these esti-
mates as it is purely and simply Common-
wealth expenditure. The restrictions on
loan moneys and the falling-off in ordinary
revenue receipts have made the position very
diftieult, Ixchange and unemployment re-
Hef have heen a great drain on the Trea-
sury, without any eorvesponding value be-
ing received. Thiz year’s proposed loan ex-
penditure has been framed with the main
object of providing employment, and as a
result works have heen chosen on which the
bulk of the expenditure will he paid out in
wages. The necessary expenditure on ma-
terials is to be utilised as far as possible in
the purchase of loeal produmets, so as to
keep the moneyv in the State and stimulate
local industry. Owing to our commitments
under the heading of Development of Agri-
culture, this itemn again represents tle
greatest amount asked for in any one divi-
sion of the lLoan [Sstimates, £686,800. 1t

includes  the  Agrienltural Bank requive-
ments of £300,006. made up as follows:—
£
Agricultural Bank 363,000
Seldier Settlement .. i,000
Indastries Agsistance Board 80,000
Agricultural Group Settlement 56,000

An gmount of £80,000 has heen allocated
under this heading for reforestation work,
to he utilised for unemployment relief work
only, amd is estimated to be sufficient 10
maintain 1,430 men on part-time employ-
ment for the vear.

Hon. J. XNicholson: Does that come under
the Agricultural Department?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, the
Forests Department. The next in import-
ance is the provision for water supplies and
sewerage, the total of which is £645,150.
Of this amount it is proposed to expend
£153,000 on metropolitan sewerage and
drainage works, and £290,000 is provided
for water supply in agricultural and north-
western distriets and for drainage and jrri-
gation works in the -agrieultural and south-
western  districts, incinding the works av
Harvey and an the Wellington dam.
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Hon. G. W. Miles: How much will e
spent in the north-west?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member will find the details in the schedula.
The amount set aside for the goldfields
water supply this year is £75,000.  This
will he utilised mainly in the overhanl and
renewal of the pipe line. The work is very
necessary as some of the original pipes laid
over 30 years age have now reached the
limit of usefulness and it is necessary that
they he replaced. An amount of £267,000
has been provided for Railwavs and Tram-
ways, The bulk of this will he required for
the continuation of works already in hand,
The sum of £20,000 will he required for the
construction of new, and alterations to ex-
isting rolling stock. An amount of £20,000
15 also earmarked for the completion of a
number of new bogie cars for the Tram-
ways, and the provision of an clectric trolley
serviee from the corner of Kensington-
street, Enst Perth, along Wellington-street
to the West Perth markets and with a pos-
sible extension to the Town Hall, Leeder-
villee.  The Wellington-street tramline bas
never heen a pavable one. It has now br-
come worn out and it is considered inad-
visable to expend further funds in renewal,
It is thought that an extended bus service
will avoid additionat loss of revenue. .An
amount of £35,000 has been provided this
year for the \Workers’ Homes Board to er-
able them to renew their building pro-
gramme. This will also assist them fo com-
pleie u number of applieations that had
been leld up, owing to shortage of moner.
It has been found necessary lo increase the
amount for works on harboprs and rivers
this year. Last year £71,425 was spent un
these activities, but the estimate for this
vear is set out at £122,500. Of this amount
it is intended to expend £51,000 on the has-
bour works at Geraldton, £50,000 at l're-
mantle and £20,000 at Bunbury. I shall be
pleased to supply further information when
replying to the debate, and will endeavonr,
in Committee, to answer any inquiries in
connection with the [Loan Estimates. [
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon, G. W. Miles, debaie
adjourned.
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BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS AMEND-
MENT ACT (1931) CONTINUANCE,

In Committee.

Bill passed throngh Counnittee without
debate, reported without umendment, and
the veport adopted.

BILL—LOAN, £2,176,000.
Second Reuding.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. C. F.
Baxter—East) [6.3] in moving the second
reading said: The pmepose of the Bill is to
give the necessary authority for the raising
of loan moneys to meet the antivipated re-
quivements under the headings set forth in
the seliedules to the Bill. The amount for
which autherity s required is £2,176,000
and is considerably less than the amount
authorised last vear. This i~ not hbecause we
do not require as much as in other years,
but hecause finance has heeome increasingly
difficult. Under the Premiers’ Plan all ex-
penditure has to be curtailed to the very
lowest possible figure with the result that
new works are out of the question, and ex-
penditure on existing works and utilities
has been reduced to the barest necessities.
The financial position is still ohscure and
until there is some possibility of increased
revenue and balanced hudgets, all expendi-
ture will have to he rigidly controiled. It is
necessary, however, for the Government to
have authority to raise loans to the mnount
stated, to carry out the services outlined in
the sehedule. The proposals of the Govern-
ment for the expenditure of the money are
detailed in the Appropriation Bill. Of the
total amount of £2,176,000, a sum of
£1,088,000 will he required to continue or
complete the services specified in the schedule
and the actual aunthority for its expenditure
is sought in the Appropriation Bill. The
balance of the £2,176,000 is approximately
the amount that will be required to enahle
this State to meet the esiimated defieit for
the yvear and the State’s proportion of the
necessary discounts and flotation expenses.
As that amount will hecome part of the
Publie Tebt, it must he covered by treasury
bills, and Parliamentary authority must he
obtained for the raising of it in the same
way as ordinary loan funds. Ti was pre-
viously the cunstom to treat the funds re-
quired for deficit purposes as short ferm
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advances, but that procediwe was recently
altered and treasury bills are now issued to
cover the funds provided until Parliament
approves of the aetion of the Federal Treas-
urer, in issuing the securities on belalf of
the State. The whole of the works listed
in the first schedule have already appeared
on previous Loan Bills, and ave being car-
ried out mainly as unemployment relief
works, The second schedule refers to cer-
tain authorisations which were carried for-
ward from previous Loan Bills, and are not
now required for the purpose set out, and
are being transferred to the eredit of other
items, in order to avoid application for a
further authorisation. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a sccond time.
J. Cornell,

On motion by Hon. debate

adjourned.

House adjourned at .10 pom.

Legislative Hascmbly.,

Thursdey. 13t December.. 1932,

PaGE
Question : Bulk Handling, offer to finance ... . 2144
Bills - Rockingham Koad District (Loan Rate l-A-
emptionl, report . 2144
Cole Recreation ond Park Londs Act Amend:
ment, Com., report .. 2144

BPulk H:mdlmg ‘teport of Yoins Sclect. Coxmmtte-: E

Segession Rcferendum, 2R. 2185
The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430

p-m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—BULEK HANDLING,
OFFER TO FINANCE.

Mr. J. I. MANXN asked the Premier: Is it
a fact, as reported in the Press, that the
firm of Brine & Sons have made an offer to
finance the erection of an orthodox systemn
of bulk handling in the State?

The PREMIER replied: Yes, snbject to
certain eonditions.

[ASSEMBLY.)

BILL—ROCKINGHAM ROAD DISTRICT
(LOAN RATE EXEMPTION.)

Report of Commitiec adopted.

BILL—COLLIE RECREATION AND
PARK LANDS ACT AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Commitiee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—BULK HANDLING.
Report of Joint Select Committee.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the following motion by Hon. N, Keenan:—
“That the Bill, as amended by the joint
Select Committe, be recommitted to a Com-
wittee of the whole House, and its consid-
eration in Committee be made an Order of
the Day for the next sitting of the House.”

HON. J, C. WILLCOCK (Uecraldton)
[+38]): I do not desire to make a Jong
speech at this stage on the report of the
Joint Seleet Committee. The ground was
covered very completely by the Committee’s
report and the cvidence and the report have
been technically eriticised, if I may put it
that way, by the member for Sonth Fre-
mantle (Hon. A. MeCallum), with reference
to many outstanding features. It seems to
me that most of the members of the Joint
Seleet Comnittee embarked upon their con-
sideration of. the Bill with preconceived
ideas that, apparently, were not altered very
much as a result of their investigations.
That does not apply to the member for
Subiaco (Mr. Richardson}; T am speaking
generally.  As to the chairman, I do mot
know what his opinions were prior fo the
consideration of the Bill by the seleet com-
mittee. From my reading of the evidence
and the report, I have come to the eonelusion
that he soon heeame possessed, with jntense
fervour, of views favourable to the proposai
for the establishment of bulk handling
facilities and his fervour progressed daily
until at the end of the consideration of the
evidence, in his preparation of the report,
he made use of language that has heen
designated as extravagantly favourable to-
wards the scheme. T am inclined to agree
with that eriticism. T have no desire to



